
Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 6, Week 1  
 
 
Words with Syllable Types: r-Controlled Vowels: ar, er, ir, or, ur 
1. alert 
2. archery 
3. assertive 
4. assortment 
5. depart 
6. durable 
7. forfeit 
8. fortress 
9. hardship 
10. lantern 
11. marshal 
12. minerals 
13. organize 
14. stirrups 
15. surly 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. minor  
17. miner 
18. corral 
19. coral 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 1  
 
Words with Syllable Types: r-Controlled Vowels: ar, er, ir, or, ur  
alert  
Travelers must stay alert and watchful on the wagon trail.  
archery  
He learned archery to hunt with a bow and arrows.  
assertive  
Assertive and determined people make good settlers.  
assortment  
Our wagon carries an assortment of different items. 
depart  
We will depart in the spring on our westward journey.  
durable  
The cabin had to be strong and durable to survive the harsh winter.  
forfeit  
We have to stay on the land for five years or we will forfeit the land and lose what we have built. 
fortress  
The circle of wagons felt like a fortress protecting us from the wilderness. 
hardship  
Settling the West took a lot of hardship and sacrifice.  
lantern  
Take the lantern to light your way to the barn. 
marshal  
The town’s marshal makes people follow the law.  
minerals  
We discovered minerals in the rocks below our land.  
organize  
If we plan and organize every part of our journey, we will have fewer problems on the trail.  
stirrups  
The boy was so small that his feet barely reached the stirrups when he sat on the horse’s saddle.  
surly  
The crew boss was a surly, or rude, and unfriendly man.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
minor  
Many settlers traveled with minors, or children.  
miner  
His father was a miner who discovered a lot of silver.  
corral  
Put the horses in the corral so they don’t run away.  
coral  
The sunset over the prairie is brightly colored red, orange, and coral. 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

Unit 6, Week 2 
 
 
Words with y: happy, yellow, key 
1. agony 
2. anarchy 
3. apply  
4. calamity 
5. canyon 
6. dynamite 
7. injury 
8. mystery 
9. naughty 
10. penalty 
11. physical 
12. solitary 
13. unruly 
14. yield 
15. yore 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. assistance  
17. assistants 
18. cede 
19. seed  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 2  
 
Words with y: happy, yellow, key 
agony  
Watching the forest fire destroy our log home filled us with agony. 
anarchy  
Lacking effective laws and governance, parts of the American West lived in anarchy.  
apply  
If you like open spaces, apply for a job as a cowboy. 
calamity  
A sudden danger like a dust storm or stampede could be a terrible calamity during a cattle drive.  
canyon  
Cattle moved through the canyon, surrounded by high cliffs on either side.  
dynamite  
The workers used dynamite to explode the rock blocking the cattle trail.  
injury  
They were very careful to be safe and avoid injury. 
mystery  
The mystery of what happened to the lost cattle will never be solved.  
naughty  
The naughty children pulled the cow’s tail.  
penalty  
Sore muscles were the penalty for her hard work.  
physical  
Cowboys must be strong and in good physical condition.  
solitary  
A cowboy’s life alone on the prairie is solitary.  
unruly  
The three unruly calves were out of control.  
yield  
Our cattle drive will yield 1000 cows for market.  
yore  
Long ago, in days of yore, cattle roamed the prairie.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
assistance  
I need your assistance to find the lost cows.  
assistants  
The head cowboy called to his assistants for help. 
cede  
You must cede your control to the range boss and do what he says. 
seed  
This seed will develop into a beautiful fruit tree. 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 

 

Unit 6, Week 3 
 
 
Words with oi, oy, ou, ow 
1. allowed  
2. alloy 
3. bout 
4. coiled 
5. confound 
6. crouching 
7. downhearted 
8. exploit 
9. outlandish 
10. ploy 
11. pounced 
12. profound 
13. renounce 
14. void 
15. vow 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. council 
17. counsel 
18. flair 
19. flare 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 
 
Week 3  
 
Words with oi, oy ,ou, ow  
allowed  
Frontier life required hard work and allowed little time for recreation.  
alloy  
Help me mix the metals to create an alloy.  
bout  
The short bout of drought caused the farmers to worry needlessly about his crops. 
coiled  
The snake waited on the path, coiled in loops.  
confound  
Twisting tunnels confound visitors who enter the mine without a map.  
crouching  
The thirsty traveler was crouching at the stream’s edge, eagerly drinking the cool water. 
downhearted  
Unsuccessful miners were sad and downhearted.  
exploit  
The early settlers boasted of brave acts, each exploit more dangerous than the last.  
outlandish  
The idea that we’ll find gold is crazy and outlandish!  
ploy  
The promise of free land was a ploy or trick, that some investors used to lure people west.  
pounced  
Settlers pounced like lions at the offer of free land.  
profound  
The museum traces the gold rush’s profound effect on the history of San Francisco. 
renounce  
Leave town and renounce your claim to the land.  
void  
They all moved away, leaving an empty void behind.  
vow  
I vow to stay here, no matter what, until I find gold.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
council  
The town council voted to keep the mine open.  
counsel  
They followed the counsel, or advice, of mining experts. 
flair  
He had no talent or flair for mining.  
flare  
The campfire will flare and burn more brightly if we add more wood. 
 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

 
Unit 6, Week 4 
 
 
Words with oo, ew; au, aw; al, all 
1. alternate 
2. applaud 
3. austere 
4. booth 
5. cautious 
6. downfall 
7. flawless 
8. gloomy 
9. halter 
10. haunches 
11. noose 
12. pewter 
13. skewed 
14. sprawling 
15. squall 
 
 
Watch-Out Words 
16. hoard 
17. horde 
18. sole 
19. soul  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Words - Reach for Reading Grade 5 

Week 4  
 
Words with oo, ew; au, aw; al, all  
alternate  
Their mood alternates between joy and sorrow.  
applaud  
Everyone applauded the miner’s great success.  
austere  
Most settlers lived in austere cabins or dugouts with simple furnishings.  
booth  
The information booth offers a map and history of the ghost town.  
cautious  
To avoid injury, travelers had to be very cautious when crossing rivers in wagons or on horseback. 
downfall  
When the gold ran out, it was our town’s downfall.  
flawless  
My flawless plan for digging a well cannot possibly fail.  
gloomy  
The miner was sad and gloomy because he didn’t find any gold.  
halter  
Put the halter on the pack mule and lead it this way.  
haunches  
If you tap your heels on a horse’s haunches, it will move forward.  
noose  
I made a noose with the rope and looped it around the horse’s neck. 
pewter  
Sheets of rain fell from pewter – colored clouds.  
skewed  
The sheriff skewed the data so it looked like he’d caught more outlaws than he really had.  
sprawling  
The tiny railroad town grew into a sprawling city.  
squall  
When the squall blew in, rain soaked everything.  
 
Watch-Out Words  
hoard  
Pioneers would often hoard summer crops so they had enough to eat in the winter.  
horde  
Sometimes a horde of ants would destroy saved food.  
sole  
I was the sole person left in town after everyone left. 
soul  
The inspiring poem spoke of the essential soul, or spirit, of the typical pioneer. 

 

 




